TESTIMONY OF CHAIRMAN ROBERT E. YARBROUGH
OF THE OSAGE SHAREHOLDERS ASSOCIATION

HOUSE RESOURCES COMMITTEE FIELD HEARING ON H.R. 2912
MARCH 15, 2004

The Osage Shareholders Association is a grass roots organization made up of Osage
individuals who are voting participants in our present form of government. We have
vested interest in the Osage Mineral Estate Trust. Our present form of government is
unfair and inequitable in that the great majority of the Osage people are disenfranchised
by their inability to vote or participate at this present time. Therefore, we are forced to
participate in a form of Government that is an unfair and inequitable. There was only one
point in time at the initial implementation of the 1906 Allotment Act where there was full
voting participation in the Osage Government. Only Osage shareholders are allowed to
vote and participate in the present form of government.

Since 1906 up to the present our Osage governance has evolved into a democratic
travesty. Many efforts have been made to rectify or alleviate this situation, including
lawsuits. Regretfully and to our sorrow it is beyond us as Osages to affect a change back
to a fair and equitable government.

In 1998 the Fletcher vs. United State case held before the 10" Circuit Court of Appeals
admonished the plaintiffs seeking a fair and equitable democratic form of government, to
take this issue to Congress. We would like to thank Congressman Lucas for bringing this
issue to committee. Over the last hundred years the Osage people have been governed by
a code of federal regulations.

Since 1906 there have been eleven (11) amendments only addressed issues concerned
with the Mineral Estate Trust and its shareholders. None of the eleven (11) amendments
dealt with the sovereignty issue we are addressing today. The problems that face the
Osage people today can only be remedied by a congressional act of reaffirming our tribal

sovereignty. Our tribe stands united in our efforts to affect this change and we support
this bill.



