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Mr. Chairman and members of the Subcommittee, my name is Gale Fraser. | am the General
Manager and Chief Engineer of the Clark County Regional Flood Control District (District) in Las
Vegas, Nevada. | greatly appreciate the opportunity to appear before you and present testimony in
support of H.R. 816. This piece of legislation is important to our community and particularly those
citizens who live and work in the shadow of Sunrise Mountain. As you know, the bill would make a
slight modification to the boundary of the Sunrise Mountain Instant Study Area and grant right-of-
way to Clark County, Nevada, for the construction and maintenance of the Orchards Detention Basin
and Collection System project. Without this project, a portion of the Las Vegas Valley will be
unprotected during heavy rains and flooding. The residential communities we seek to protect are
directly adjacent to the boundary of the Sunrise Mountain Instant Study Area. This study area
covers approximately 10,240 acres most of which is steep mountain slopes. Without this minor
boundary modification of 65 acres, there is no available land and, therefore, no feasible way to offer
flood protection to these residents.

H.R. 816

As you know, the United States Government’s Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is prohibited
from issuing right-of-way grants on lands that have Wilderness Study Area status. The passage of
H.R. 816 is required to change the boundary which would allow the Orchards Detention Basin and
Collection System project to be constructed. This flood control improvement is identified on the
District’s Master Plan and, once constructed, will mitigate the potential flooding risk to more than
1,200 acres which has over 2,500 homes and three schools. (Exhibit A)

The current cost estimate for this project is $9,000,000. Every year the project is delayed, the cost
escalates by more than $1,000,000 per year. With each year delay, not only is this area of the
community vulnerable to flooding, the increasing construction costs impact our ability to build other
needed flood control improvements throughout the county.



As evidence of the support present in our community and the significant need for this request we
offer the following items as exhibits to my testimony.

e Sunrise Mountain Homeowners Petition — A January 1999 petition signed by more than
80 homeowners who live in the area damaged by a September 11, 1998 flood is included.
(Exhibit B)

e September 11, 1998 Flood Pictures — These pictures clearly show flood waters in this
neighborhood following torrential desert rains off of the mountainous terrain adjacent to the
study area. (Exhibit C)

e Map of Boundary Change Request — The map details the Orchards Detention Basin and
Collection System and portion of Sunrise Mountain Instant Study area needed for project
construction. (Exhibit D)

e Resolution No. 07-2 — In April 2007, the Clark County Regional Flood Control District
Board of Directors, composed of local elected officials, approved a resolution supporting
federal legislation to change the boundary to allow construction of the Orchards Detention
Basin and Collection System. ( Exhibit E)

e Clark County Letter of Support — From the Clark County Manager’s Office, a letter
urging federal legislation to change the boundary to allow construction of the Orchards
Detention Basin and Collection System. (Exhibit F)

Background

Clark County continues to experience unprecedented growth. In the past 20 plus years, people have
moved into our area from all parts of the nation to seek employment, provide necessary services,
retire in the Sunbelt, and become part of this dynamic community. Approximately 6,000 people
relocate to the Clark County every month of the year. Currently the population exceeds 1.9 million
and continues to be one of the fastest-growing metropolitan areas in the nation.

Of the 4.2 million acres within Clark County, the BLM holdings constitute approximately 66 percent
of those lands. The high concentration of public lands combined with their proximity to such a fast
growing community provide challenges for the District in meeting its mission to improve the
protection of life and property from the impacts of flooding. Working with the local BLM office, we
have been successful in acquiring needed lands through right-of-way applications for other areas to
meet the flood control needs of our community.

The District’s Master Plan identifies 136 detention basins and 858 miles of conveyance systems to
fulfill our mission. Since created in 1986, the District has worked aggressively to complete 76
detention basins and more than 450 miles of conveyance systems. While our desert valley receives
an average of only 4.5 inches of rainfall each year, the area has also experienced severe
thunderstorm storms that have resulted in destructive flash flooding and loss of life. In just the last
decade, 100-year storms have pounded Clark County in 1998, 1999, 2003, 2005 and as recently as
this past summer of 2007. The July 1999 storm was declared a Presidential Disaster Area when more
than 3 inches of rain fell in less than 1% hours. Channels and detention basins were documented
raising more than 1 foot of water per minute. It is storms like these that make it imperative the
District continue to build flood control improvements as quickly as possible.



Conclusion

The District has secured overwhelming support for H.R. 816 from the community. The District also
believes that BLM will not object to H.R. 816 due to testimony on July 30, 2002, from then BLM
Nevada State Director Robert Abbey. He testified before the Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee, Subcommittee on Public Lands and Forests on S. 2612 that he supported releasing the
entire Sunrise Mountain Instant Study Area from Wilderness Study Area status and from wilderness
interim management protection.

I would respectfully remind the committee that flood control measures are a necessary and prudent
investment to prevent loss of life and damage to citizen’s homes and businesses. Flood control is a
wise investment that will pay for itself by preserving life and property and, thereby, reduce the
likelihood of seeking federal disaster assistance.

The Clark County Regional Flood Control District, Clark County, and the residents who will benefit
from the Orchards Detention Basin and Collection System project request your support and
recommendation for passage of H.R. 816.
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TO: Clark County Community Planning Commission

FROM: The citizens, Homeowners and Property Owners of Sunrise Mountain
DATE: January 15, 1999

RE: Flood Damage Prevention

On September 1 1™, 1998, a tremendous rainstorm hit the Las Vegas area and caused
thousands of dollars of damage to the homeowners and property owners who own homes
and lots on Sunrise Mountain. According to the local newscasts, our area received two
inches (2”) of rain in a forty-five (45) minute period. As a result of the run-off, many
homeowners and property owners experienced significant damage to their properties,
including damage to block walls, home sidings, carpeting, landscaping, etc.

In anticipation that there will inevitably be future rainstorms with the potential to cause
similar damage, several of the homeowners representing the vast majority of the
homeowners on Sunrise Mountain attempted to meet with County officials to explore
what could be done to minimize the damage from future natural disasters. We provided
the officials with whom we met with copies of photographs and of home videos recording
the extent of the damages.

To date, we have had minimal cooperation/support from officials of Clark County
Community Planning. Mr. Steve Parish from the County Commissioner’s Office offered
to have a set of engineering plans drawn on our behalf, provided that we paid for the
plans ourselves. It is our position that the County Planning Commission did not fulfill
their fiduciary responsibility to apprise the homeowners of Sunrise Mountain as to the
possibility of rainstorms of this magnitude affecting our properties, and therefore we had
no way to anticipate the extent of any run-off damage. Consequently, we believe that it is
the responsibility of the County to conduct a study assessing our exposure in the event of
future storms and to take necessary preventive measures to mediate any potential future
damage to our properties. Furthermore, we submit that the cost for any such studies and
associated engineering plans should be the sole responsibility of the County, and that the
cost of appropriate flood control measures should also be borne by the County.

By our signatures on the attached petition, we are formally requesting that the appropriate
County offices conduct such assessments and produce appropriate engineering plans so
as to enable the residents, homeowners and property owners to take the necessary
preventive measures to protect our properties from future damages. It is our intention to
avoid any lawsuits against the County for negligence on their part, but will certainly
exercise all rights and remedies available to us in order to secure our homes from
preventable future damage.

Thank you in advance for addressing this issue expeditiously. You may respond directly
with each of the signatories on this petition regarding your decision regarding our
request.
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EXHIBIT E (page 1 of 2)
RESOLUTION NO. 07-2

TO SUPPORT FEDERAL LEGISLATION TO CHANGE THE BOUNDARIES
OF THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT’S
SUNRISE MOUNTAIN INSTANT STUDY AREA
TO ALLOW FOR THE ISSUANCE OF A BLM
RIGHT-OF-WAY GRANT FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A
CLARK COUNTY REGIONAL FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT PROJECT
KNOWN AS THE
ORCHARDS DETENTION BASIN AND COLLECTION SYSTEM

WHEREAS, the Clark County Regional Flood Control District’s Las Vegas
Valley Master Plan has identified a flood control project know as the Orchards Detention Basin
and Collection System located near the intersection of Los Feliz Street and Charleston Boulevard
on the eastside of the Las Vegas Valley near the base of Sunrise Mountain as an integral part of
its statutorily mandated responsibility to protect the County’s residents from the damage of flood
waters, and;

WHEREAS, the District has already initiated the funding for design of the
project through an Interlocal Contract with Clark County in July 2000, and has amended the
contract over time to also include necessary rights-of-way, environmental, and an emergency
action plan with a current contract amount of $1,274,700, and;

WHEREAS, the plans and specifications for the project are seventy percent
complete, and the most economical way to direct flood flows to the basin is by a collection
system earthen dike which traverses through a small 65 acre corner of the 10,240 acre Bureau of
Land Management’s Sunrise Mountain Instant Study Area, and;

WHEREAS, the project, once constructed will mitigate the potential flooding
risk to over 1,200 acres of the Las Vegas Valley’s eastern residential communities which include
three schools and over 2,500 homes and businesses, and;

WHEREAS, the current estimated construction cost is $9,000,000 and
construction costs are escalating each year the project is delayed, and;

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Land Management, after a thorough review and
study, recommends that the Sunrise Mountain Instant Study Area’s wilderness study area status
be released for other uses, primarily because of its lack of wilderness characteristics, and;

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Land Management is precluded from issuing a rights-
of-way grant in instant study areas, and,;

WHEREAS, the modification of the boundary of the Sunrise Mountain Instant

Study Area can only occur through passage of federal legislation to remove the 65 acres from the
Sunrise Mountain Instant Study Area;

Page 1 of 2
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clark County Regional
Flood Control District urges the Nevada Congressional delegation to introduce, support and seek
passage of federal legislation that would modify the boundaries of the Sunrise Mountain Instant
Study Area to allow for the immediate construction of the Orchards Detention Basin and
Collection System project which is critically necessary to protect the lives and property of the
impacted residents.

7 D ;
PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this _/ 7f day of A PR /L ,2007.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
CLARK COUNTY REGIONAL FLOOD CONTROL
DISTRICT
CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA

IA% §§£CE L. BROWN III, CHAIRMAN
ATTEST:

(//L)/7// Wik 30/

CAROLYNFRAZIER, BOARD SECRETARY
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Aepas? P ek
Office of the COﬁﬁtY%nager

500 S Grand Central Pky 6th FI « Box 551111 » Las Vlegas NV 89155-1111
(702) 455-3530 = Fax (702) 455-3558
Virginia Valentine, P.E., County Manager

Darryl Martin, Assistant County Manager - Elizabeth Macias Quillin, Assistant County Manager
Phil Rosenquist, Assistant County Manager

July 13, 2007

~
=
The Honorable Harry Reid P
United States Senate F o
528 Hart Senate Office Building 3 'g
Washington, DC 20510 e
Dear Senator Reid: e
=
|

I am writing to urge your support of federal legislation to change the boundaries of the Bureau of
Land Management's Sunrise Mountain Instant Study Area to allow for the issuance of a BLM

Right-of-Wav Grant for the construction of a Clark County Regional Flood Control District
project known as the Orchards Detention Basin and Collection System.

The Orchards Detention Basin and Collection System legislation is critical to providing flood

protection to the east side of the Las Vegas Valley. The Orchards Detention Basin will eliminate
the threat of flooding to thousands of homes and businesses.

This bill has been proposed in Congress previously and we would very much appreciate your
assistance in getting this bill once again introduced in the Senate.

Thank you for your past support of flood control projects in Clark County. Your efforts have

enabled us to construct flood control detention basins and channels to protect the lives and
property of Clark County residents.

Thank you for your support of this important legislation.

Sincerely,

County'Manager

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
RORY REID, Chiairm

CHIP MAKFIELD, Vies-Chairman
SUSAN BRAGER + TOM COLLINS - CHRIS SIUNCHIGLIANI « LAWRENCE WEEKLY - BRUCE L WOODBURY



	General Manager/Chief Engineer
	600 S. Grand Central Parkway, Suite 300
	October 23, 2007


