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Mr. Chairman and members of the Subcommittee, my name is Gale Fraser.  I am the General 
Manager and Chief Engineer of the Clark County Regional Flood Control District (District) in Las 
Vegas, Nevada.  I greatly appreciate the opportunity to appear before you and present testimony in 
support of H.R. 816.  This piece of legislation is important to our community and particularly those 
citizens who live and work in the shadow of Sunrise Mountain.  As you know, the bill would make a 
slight modification to the boundary of the Sunrise Mountain Instant Study Area and grant right-of-
way to Clark County, Nevada, for the construction and maintenance of the Orchards Detention Basin 
and Collection System project.  Without this project, a portion of the Las Vegas Valley will be 
unprotected during heavy rains and flooding. The residential communities we seek to protect are 
directly adjacent to the boundary of the Sunrise Mountain Instant Study Area.  This study area 
covers approximately 10,240 acres most of which is steep mountain slopes.  Without this minor 
boundary modification of 65 acres, there is no available land and, therefore, no feasible way to offer 
flood protection to these residents. 
 
H.R. 816  
 
As you know, the United States Government’s Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is prohibited 
from issuing right-of-way grants on lands that have Wilderness Study Area status.  The passage of 
H.R. 816 is required to change the boundary which would allow the Orchards Detention Basin and 
Collection System project to be constructed.  This flood control improvement is identified on the 
District’s Master Plan and, once constructed, will mitigate the potential flooding risk to more than 
1,200 acres which has over 2,500 homes and three schools. (Exhibit A)   
 
The current cost estimate for this project is $9,000,000.  Every year the project is delayed, the cost 
escalates by more than $1,000,000 per year.  With each year delay, not only is this area of the 
community vulnerable to flooding, the increasing construction costs impact our ability to build other 
needed flood control improvements throughout the county. 
 



As evidence of the support present in our community and the significant need for this request we 
offer the following items as exhibits to my testimony. 
 

• Sunrise Mountain Homeowners Petition – A January 1999 petition signed by more than 
80 homeowners who live in the area damaged by a September 11, 1998 flood is included. 
(Exhibit B) 

• September 11, 1998 Flood Pictures – These pictures clearly show flood waters in this 
neighborhood following torrential desert rains off of the mountainous terrain adjacent to the 
study area. (Exhibit C) 

• Map of Boundary Change Request – The map details the Orchards Detention Basin and 
Collection System and portion of Sunrise Mountain Instant Study area needed for project 
construction. (Exhibit D) 

• Resolution No. 07-2 – In April 2007,  the Clark County Regional Flood Control District 
Board of Directors, composed of local elected officials, approved a resolution supporting 
federal legislation to change the boundary to allow construction of the Orchards Detention 
Basin and Collection System. ( Exhibit E) 

• Clark County Letter of Support – From the Clark County Manager’s Office, a letter 
urging federal legislation to change the boundary to allow construction of the Orchards 
Detention Basin and Collection System. (Exhibit F) 

 
Background 
 
Clark County continues to experience unprecedented growth.  In the past 20 plus years, people have 
moved into our area from all parts of the nation to seek employment, provide necessary services, 
retire in the Sunbelt, and become part of this dynamic community.  Approximately 6,000 people 
relocate to the Clark County every month of the year.  Currently the population exceeds 1.9 million 
and continues to be one of the fastest-growing metropolitan areas in the nation. 
 
Of the 4.2 million acres within Clark County, the BLM holdings constitute approximately 66 percent 
of those lands.  The high concentration of public lands combined with their proximity to such a fast 
growing community provide challenges for the District in meeting its mission to improve the 
protection of life and property from the impacts of flooding.  Working with the local BLM office, we 
have been successful in acquiring needed lands through right-of-way applications for other areas to 
meet the flood control needs of our community. 
 
The District’s Master Plan identifies 136 detention basins and 858 miles of conveyance systems to 
fulfill our mission.  Since created in 1986, the District has worked aggressively to complete 76 
detention basins and more than 450 miles of conveyance systems.  While our desert valley receives 
an average of only 4.5 inches of rainfall each year, the area has also experienced severe 
thunderstorm storms that have resulted in destructive flash flooding and loss of life. In just the last 
decade, 100-year storms have pounded Clark County in 1998, 1999, 2003, 2005 and as recently as 
this past summer of 2007. The July 1999 storm was declared a Presidential Disaster Area when more 
than 3 inches of rain fell in less than 1½ hours. Channels and detention basins were documented 
raising more than 1 foot of water per minute. It is storms like these that make it imperative the 
District continue to build flood control improvements as quickly as possible.  
 

 



Conclusion 
 
The District has secured overwhelming support for H.R. 816 from the community. The District also 
believes that BLM will not object to H.R. 816 due to testimony on July 30, 2002, from then BLM 
Nevada State Director Robert Abbey. He testified before the Senate Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee, Subcommittee on Public Lands and Forests on S. 2612 that he supported releasing the 
entire Sunrise Mountain Instant Study Area from Wilderness Study Area status and from wilderness 
interim management protection.  
 
I would respectfully remind the committee that flood control measures are a necessary and prudent 
investment to prevent loss of life and damage to citizen’s homes and businesses.  Flood control is a 
wise investment that will pay for itself by preserving life and property and, thereby, reduce the 
likelihood of seeking federal disaster assistance.  
 
The Clark County Regional Flood Control District, Clark County, and the residents who will benefit 
from the Orchards Detention Basin and Collection System project request your support and 
recommendation for passage of H.R. 816. 
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